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Good morning members of the Board of 
Trustees, President Macchiarola, 
Distinguished Guests, Administrators, 
Faculty, Students, Parents, Alumni and 
Friends. 

Today, June 1st 1999, is history.   For the 
first time in Saint Francis College 
history we are holding the 
commencement ceremony at the 
Brooklyn Marriott Hotel.  However, 
more importantly for all the graduating 
students that have gathered here today 
for this special occasion I can certainly 
conclude that June 1st, 1999 is history 
because it is the beginning of an end.  
For most of us in a few days or few 
weeks and for some in a few months, life 
will change forever. Because as we are 
forced to give up our much favored 
student lives and we enter the much 
feared workforce, we can no longer say 
on a nice afternoon, after a fulfilling 
lunch: hmmm I am tired, I think I’ll go 

have a nap now.  I can assure you that the day you start working full time, life will end as 
you know it.  So forever remember this date.   

With the realization of this depressing fact I would like to cheer you all up, after-all this 
is a happy day today, by sharing a few simple thoughts with you.   As we come together 
here for one last time as Saint Francis College students and we look back on our long 
journeys, most of us can certainly ask the question, why have we gone to school for so 
many years and what will be our reward? 

First we should all realize that education is a privilege. The work of the student isn’t that 
hard, if we consider what else we could have been doing instead.  For instance, others 
who are not so lucky to be students have to make a living doing physical labor.  But even 
if we don’t think about these things or duck our heads into the sand let me tell you that 
WE are the minority and we represent only a small percent of the world’s population who 
are given the opportunity to study.  However, there is an even more important thing that 
I’ll like to tell you about.  That is the fact that education opens doors to endless 
possibilities.  So that with studying you can get a job that you will enjoy and will always 
give you satisfaction.  This is the greatest gift of education and the value of which can 
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only be realized by looking at the status of others.  The people who do tedious work, who 
have to do the same things day by day, don’t see the meaning of their work.  Imagine 
waking up every morning to go to work with this feeling; the every day monotonous 
tasks will kill all one’s motivations.  That is why through education we have gained 
access to higher standards of life. 

I would like to thank all those who have 
given me the privilege of education.   They 
have been part of my amazing journey at 
Saint Francis College and without them I 
would not be giving this address today.  First 
of all I like to thank my mom, who is here 
today, for being the loving and caring mom 
she is, my dad for being the greatest person I 
can ever look up to and my little sister for 
inspiring me throughout these years.  I also 
thank our friend Susan Opton who is also 
here today for her loving support in the 
absence of my parents ever since I came to 
the big apple.  I would like to thank my 
coach Carl Quigley for giving his trust to that 
young skinny guy five years ago, believing 
that he could play any water polo. I want to 
thank Brother George for making my dream 
to study at an American college possible.  I 
like to say thanks to my accounting 
professors namely:  Dr. Horlick for having 
such high standards for his accounting 
students;  Prof. Castiglione for being that wonderful teacher and person that she is and for 
her continuous support inside as well as outside of the classroom in a spirit that could 
only resemble that of my mother’s, and Prof Yellin for getting us ready for the real world 
that we’ll soon face.  I must thank Br Edward, Joe Marvell, Bill Mallett and Dean Adams 
for all the help I got from them.  I am grateful for the continuous encouragement I 
received from Dr. Green, Dr. Gomori and from our president Dr. Macchiarola. I thank 
my roommate Dominik, and my best friends Camila and Paulo for putting up with me for 
all this time. I want to say thanks to the water polo team for being such a great group of 
guys to compete with. One more thanks to Don Hovey and his training staff for 
recuperating me so often.  And last but not least I must say thanks to all the members of 
the faculty and all my friends at the college for creating the memories I’ll never forget. 

So with all of this in mind, I dare conclude that WE who have gathered here to graduate 
today are the privileged and therefore we carry responsibilities. Because as Saint Luke 
says “much will be expected of the man to whom much has been given.”   We who are 
the exceptions should benefit from the things we have gotten from life.   Education is a 
great gift, indeed it is one of the greatest, one could get from life.  But only if you take 
advantage of it will you realize its real value.  I would say as Goethe did: “Whatever You 
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can do, or dream You can, begin it”.  The chance is in your hand, don’t let it slip away!!! 
Thank you to you all.      
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