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Members of the Board of Trustees, President Dugan, 

Distinguished Guests, Members of the Faculty & Administration, 

Fellow Graduates, Parents and Friends, Good Evening. 

I am honored to stand here in front of you today to deliver the 

commencement speech for the class of 2012. First, I would like to 

congratulate all of my fellow graduates for finally reaching this 

day.  

 

I was sitting in my room trying to figure out what I should write 

my speech on, and after millions and millions of drafts, I decided 

to share with you the story of several remarkable individuals who 

had a rocky start in life, but came out on top -- because they chose 

to succeed. 

I decided to start with the story of an American president, to show my patriotism, though it might 

surprise you, I am not really from here. Abe Lincoln was a man who failed in business at the age 

of 21 – his sweetheart died at the age of 26 – he had a nervous breakdown at age 27 – he was 

defeated in 8 elections. And yet, he became the 16
th

 president of the United States. 

Albert Einstein didn’t speak until the age of four, he did not read until the age of seven. He was 

regarded as being “mentally slow, unsociable, and adrift forever in foolish dreams” – against all 

expectations, in 1921; Einstein won the Nobel Prize in Physics  

Walt Disney faced many setbacks in his career. He was fired from a newspaper because he was 

said to lack imagination and original ideas. Later, his concept of Disneyland was rejected by the 

city of Anaheim, and he was bankrupt several times. While they said he had no talent – Walt 

Disney became one of the biggest creators on earth. 

Before reaching the top of the billboards, the Beatles were turned down by a recording company 

that said “we don’t like their sound, and guitar music is on the way out” – I bet those recording 

executives are eating their huts right now. 

So why am I telling you all of these stories?! These days everyone is asking us what are we 

going to do with our future? As I see it, we have two choices.  We can choose to survive only to 

get by, or we can choose to succeed! 

So my fellow graduates, future doctors, future educators, future lawyers, future artists – we are 

the future of this country. Let’s choose to flourish and to succeed. 

Now I know this is not the Oscars, but there are some people here today that we should all thank. 



First I would like to thank St. Francis College. I believe everyone will agree with me when I say 

this is a unique college where no student gets lost in the crowd. This college is about people, 

equal opportunity, and humanity. There is nothing more important than that. 

I would like to say thank you to Gerry and Linda Curtin for providing me with a full scholarship 

to attend St. Francis College, and for driving 12 hours just in order to see me on my special day. 

I mean it when I say it; I would not be standing here in front of you today if you hadn’t given me 

the gift of education. 

My journey here was quite remarkable. I came to St.Francis College 18 days after finishing my 

military service, totally in shock, barely spoke English, and one woman took me under her wing, 

and went above and beyond to help me adjust. Dean Howell thank you, to me you symbolize the 

good in people. 

I then began working at the Student Activities Office under the guidance and support of Ruben 

Gonzalez. Ruben, first, thank you for opening the door for me. Second, thank you for being like 

a friend and a parent rather than just a boss.  

Naomi Kinley and Cheretta Robson from the career center, you give your heart and soul to help 

the students, and I’m here today to say we appreciate that.  

During the past two years I had the pleasure of working as an intern at an extraordinary company 

called national grid. I would like to take this opportunity to thank National Grid family and 

especially: Francine, Maria, Mark, Terrence, Cindy, Sonia, Jeannette and Lorraine for being my 

mentors, and supporting me in each part of my journey. 

I want to thank the economic and management departments, and all the professors of St. Francis 

College for sharing with us your knowledge and guiding us throughout the years. 

I want to thank all of my friends for coming to support me on my special day. You are my family 

here and I love each one of you. 

Last but not least, I want to thank my family, and I’m sure you can all agree with me that the 

people who deserve the most gratitude are our families. Mom and dad I’m lucky to have you as 

my parents, thank you for being there every step of the way, you gave me wings and made me 

fly, and I simply adore you. 

I would like to sign off with some words of wisdom, I may not have written them, but I certainly 

live by them  

"Work like you don’t need the money 

Love like you’ve never been hurt 

And dance like no one’s watching. 

Happiness is a journey not a destination" (Unknown Author). 



Fellow graduates, I encourage each one of you to pursue your dream, and do it with passion. 

Thank you 
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