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Christine Muraco 

Valedictorian Speech Winter 2017 

 

Thank you President Houlihan for 

your kindhearted introduction.  I wish 

you the best of luck in your new role 

as President following in the footsteps 

of President Dugan. Good Afternoon, 

Chairman Tully, Members of the 

Board of Trustees, Faculty, Staff and Administration, Fellow Graduates, 

Alumni, Family and Friends.  

I would like to start out by saying congratulations to the Class of 

2017! We did it. We set our minds to achieve something and did not stop 

until we got there. Some of you are descendants from a long line of 

college graduates and others, like myself, are a part of the first 

generation in your family to ever graduate college. No matter who you 

are, or how you got here, this is a special day for you. It's an 

accomplishment. It's something to be so proud of.  
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I remember last year when we found out that Theresa Franchi was 

going to be the 2016 valedictorian. My friends and I were so happy for 

her and I couldn't help but think wow I wish I could be valedictorian 

when I graduate. I even said to my friends Kelsey and Evelyn, "Hey I 

could be the longshot for when we graduate".  

But of course I pushed it to the side and said it couldn't be me, there are 

others more qualified than me. 

 Yes of course, for those of you who know me, know that I don't 

mess around when it comes to schoolwork. If I got a 99 on a test, I 

questioned where I went wrong with that 1 point. But hey that's just me. 

And I would like to apologize to all of my teachers for that. But I also 

have to give credit to my classmates who sat next to me when I wouldn't 

stop talking, or when I asked what the next assignment was going to be. 

You are the real MVPs here today. I am the classic procrastinator and 

have pulled some serious all-nighters. But of course we have all been 

there, done that. 

The truth is I came to St. Francis not knowing what I wanted to do 

in my life and having no plans for myself or for the future. I took life as 
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it came at me. I started as a Business Management major. I was 

extremely hesitant to jump into any particular field or study. I ended up 

taking an accounting course and fell in love. I know what you are all 

thinking, “how can anyone fall in love with accounting”. Well I came 

pretty close to it. I had a knack for it and it didn’t feel like work to me. 

Then after Professor John Lombardo hounded me almost every day to 

switch my major; and some serious soul searching, I decided that 

accounting would be the career for me. I was suddenly surrounded by 

determined hardworking students that knew exactly what they wanted to 

do and were working hard to get there. I realized that I had to get on the 

same level as these determined individuals. So I put myself out there in 

the shark pool of the interning world like so many of you here today. 

And I must admit I almost did not make it out alive. Finally, I was given 

a chance to show how hard I could work and landed an internship with 

CBS Corporation. 

After six months of working at CBS as an intern, I was offered a 

full-time position, starting a week before my last semester of college and 

of course I couldn’t say no. So I found myself taking four master level 



4 
 

courses and working a full-time job. And the person who doubted me 

most was myself. But I know God was on my side to help get me 

through it. He gave me a little present for all my hard work, which is 

standing up here today. 

I realize now, that it was okay not to know what I wanted to do. I 

was young, I had a lot to learn, and still have so much more to learn. But 

what I do know is that when I saw an opportunity I went for it. I jumped 

on any chance I had to learn more and to better myself. That is an 

extremely important lesson in life. You have to go for things. Seize 

opportunities. Live life to the fullest. As Thomas Jefferson once said, 

“I'm a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work the more I have 

of it”. 

I believe every one of us has heard the phrase, "hard work pays 

off". Today I'd like to focus on that phrase and send it out as a message 

to you. I've heard the phrase millions of times.  I've heard it from my 

family, my friends, my teachers, and my employers. I was told the 

phrase when found out that I was selected to speak here today. But I 

have also heard it during hard times; when I was tired, stressed and upset 
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studying late for a hard test after working and going to school at night. 

I've heard it when I asked myself the question, why am I trying so hard, 

why do I need to get an A?  

For some reason, I listened to the phrase and kept working hard even 

though I sometimes asked myself when WILL it pay off? Standing here, 

more than ever, that phrase means so much to me. Hard work really does 

pay off. Hard work has gotten me to this day, this moment, and this 

memory. Standing here and speaking to all of you, my fellow 

classmates, my friends. Hard work does prevail. And remember the only 

time that success comes before work is in the dictionary. 

Of course I cannot take all of the credit for me being here today.  I 

did everything with the guidance and encouragement of my family, my 

friends and of course St Francis College. I don’t think I would be 

standing here today without them. We cannot celebrate this day without 

acknowledging the people that have helped contribute to our 

accomplishments. First and foremost we must thank our family; our 

parents, our siblings, our friends that have become like family. To those 

who have supported us to no end. To my mother and father, you have 
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made me the woman I am today. I can't thank you enough for the 

unconditional love you have given me. To the faculty and staff of St 

Francis College, thank you for being so kind and supportive.  

To many of us, St Francis has become our second home; a symbol of 

happiness and joy. St Francis will always be a home to us no matter 

what.  

We will all leave today and move on in the next chapter of our 

lives. For me, I am speeding down the path of accountancy. For my 

fellow graduates; you may be a teacher, a nurse, a lawyer or eventually 

even CEO of a multibillion-dollar company. Or you might not have 

chosen your path just yet; but that’s okay because as long as you work 

hard and persevere; opportunities will always present themselves, just 

like they did for me. And no matter where life takes you, you will 

always have the memories of St Francis College; the memories of the 

kind and devoted teachers, the warm hellos from Rosario in the 

cafeteria, long walks to the Promenade and the words of your mentors. 
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So before I leave, I ask you all a question, "What is a 

valedictorian?' The definition is, an academic title of success. Well I 

think success is a pretty subjective word. Success is “the 

accomplishment of an aim or purpose”.  

I think its safe to say that everyone here has accomplished a goal that 

they aimed for. Everyone here graduating has set a goal to graduate, and 

here we all are. Celebrating our achievements. We are all valedictorians 

here today. We all have something to contribute to this world.  It's not 

just about me. It's about all of you. It's your day. It's our day. Please 

remember: you can do ANYTHING in the world if you try your best and 

work hard to get there. 

 

Congratulations Class of 2017! 

 


