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Good Afternoon, 

Members of the Board of Trustees, 

President Dugan, Dear members of 

the Faculty and Administration, 

fellow graduates, family and 

friends, let me begin by saying 

what an honor and privilege it is to 

address you at this lovely 

Commencement Day.  

It was definitely a long journey for all of us to get to this 

stage…and I do not mean the long walk from the bus stop 

to this stage before you, but to this stage of our lives, 

where we can proudly say that all of our hard work has 

finally paid off.   

It was not easy, but we did it! After all the long lectures, 

night classes which we took in order to avoid missing 

team practices, or simply to make time for our internships 

and part-time jobs - we have reached our goal today. 



For me, this long journey started approximately 4500 

miles, or a 9 hour flight, and 3 panic attacks to be exact. 

Four years ago, I sat on a plane to New York, and hoped 

to achieve my very own Big Dreams. 

Hearing great stories about St. Francis College from my 

brother Marko (whom I’m sure everyone here knows), I 

dreamed about the Big Apple, and the City where you 

either “Make it or Break it!” Before coming to SFC, I can 

honestly say that I had never seen a community such as 

this one. A community that embraced foreigners (just 

liked myself) and facilitated friendships amongst strangers 

from all walks of life. For me, this was the quality that 

made St. Francis College truly stand out from all of the 

rest.  

I came to America with huge ambitions, but great fear as 

well. I not only wanted to make the most of my given 

opportunity here but also live up to my potential and 

pursue various personal and family goals. While I was 

again fearful that I could not live up to this personal 

mission, one of the very first people I met here at SFC 

was none other than the late, former Chancellor, Dr. Frank 

Macchiarola.  



Although he would pass during my first semester here, I 

cannot understate his influence over my commitment to 

SFC and pursuing my Big Dreams. In just a few short 

minutes with this man whom was described to me to be a 

Legend……. I would gain a new friend, whom both 

challenged and inspired me to pursue greater academic 

achievements. Dr. Mac also reminded me about a quote 

that my dad would always share with me: “Just do your 

best, and whatever your best is, trust me, it will be 

enough.” Of course, my dad’s version was in Serbian and 

I don’t think you all would have understood that today.  

If I have learned anything over these past 4 years, I have 

definitely learned what it means to be STRONG.  Being a 

Communications major, I paid a lot of attention reviewing 

and analyzing advertisements and their messages. One 

recent add said, “It takes someone strong, to make 

someone strong,” and that it is nothing far from the truth. 

My parents are the strongest people I have ever met. My 

parents were and still are my greatest support, no matter 

where they are… in this world or another.   

Unfortunately, my dad, a man who gave his entire life and 

all of his love to his wife and kids, was too strong for too 

long and sadly passed away last July. He made me 



promise to keep doing my best and to never let fear stop 

me from doing great things, helping others, or achieving 

my highest potential. I cannot express how thankful and 

privileged I am to call myself a daughter of a man who did 

so much for his family and his own community. For 

letting my brother and I go after our dreams, with such 

care and love, I am forever grateful and all that I can say 

is that I’ll love and miss him as long as I live.  

Without my parents I wouldn’t be the person that I am 

today, and if you let me, I would like to express my 

gratitude to my mother who is in the audience today in our 

native Serbian: Borcu moj, mati moja, hvala ti za sve. 

Volim te najvise na svetu.  

My second family is also present here today, and that 

family is all of you; Graduates, Faculty, Staff and 

Administration. While I met so many great people here at 

SFC, I would especially like to thank one of my bosses, 

Ruben Gonzalez, for not only giving me numerous laughs, 

unforgettable memories, and valuable life lessons but for 

always being there for me and giving his inviolable love 

and support as a true friend, No – as a true family 

member. He truly embodies the Franciscan spirit by 

giving his self selflessly for the benefit of his students and 



that is a quality that cannot be seen in a lot of people. 

Thank you Ruben, for all you did and continue to do for 

me and the College. I truly appreciate it from the bottom 

of my heart.  

I also would like to thank a man who is right now running 

around and making sure that this is yet another successful 

and beautiful event. That person is Robert Oliva. Thank 

you for being a huge support during a very difficult time 

for my family and I. He, alongside Ruben, gave my 

brother and I advice and help on how to assist our own 

family, and that is something that I know we will be 

forever grateful for. Thank you Rob.  

Also, for giving me the opportunity of playing Divisions I 

sports, I would like to thank the Director of Athletics, 

Irma Garcia, and the entire Athletics Department. 

Together, they always give their best for the sake of our 

student athletes.  They support us while we were are the 

court, and extend that support when we are balancing our 

practices, 8am conditioning, schoolwork and part-time 

jobs.  

Thank you to the Communication Arts Department that 

believed in my potential and allowed each and every one 



of us to explore and develop our skills in Journalism, 

Advertisement, TV and Broadcasting.  

Over the years, several other faculty and administrators 

also played a large part in my overall growth and 

development. They include: 

Dr. Lynne Jackson and Lauren Bertolleti of 

Communication Arts 

Br. Edward Wesley of English 

Dr. Michael Kaminsky of Fine Arts and the SFC Choir 

Former Dean Howell and my other boss, Naomi Kinley 

Finally, I would like to give a huge thank you to Dr. Sintia 

Molina, whom saw my great passion for learning about 

other cultures and encouraged me to make one of my best 

decisions in life; studying abroad in Spain. This unique 

experience would soon open doors for me that have 

resulted in my fingers now being crossed for a future 

position as a Spanish Translator at the United Nations.  

Again, I know that each of you has your own unique story 

to tell about a wonderful faculty or staff member. They 

regularly give us their best without holding back, to make 

our college experience the best that it can possible be.  



Before I leave you all today, I want to share a quote that 

addresses a question that I asked many of my fellow 

graduates. Over the past few weeks many of you have 

alluded to fears of: 

Not finding a job 

Not being good enough 

Not being able to compete with other graduates 

Not being able to pay bills 

Basically, not being able to survive outside of SFC 

 

My last quote for all of you comes from the American 

movie, “Coach Carter.” It is credited to Marianne 

Williamson and says: 

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 

deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 

measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most 

frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who am I to be 

brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous? 

Actually, who are you not to be?  

Your playing small does not serve the world. There 

is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other 



people will not feel insecure around you. We are all 

meant to shine, as children do. We were born to 

make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It 

is not just in some of us; it is in everyone and as we 

let our own light shine, we unconsciously give 

others permission to do the same.  

As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence 

automatically liberates others.” 

 

And that is exactly what we are going to do today. 

I ask you all to liberate yourselves from fear and show the 

best of this graduating class of 2016!  

Thank you Brooklyn!   


